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WASHINGTON, DC 20510
April 9, 2003
The.Honorable Arm Veneman
Secrstary
Depariment of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenne, S.W,

Dear Secretary Veneman.

Tt Kas come to our attention that the United States Department of Agriculiare (USDA)
will develop 3 regulation for mandatary country of origin labeling later this momth. For the first
time the USDA will consider country of origin labeling for fish products, an important marketing
distinction for wild fish harvested in U.S. waters a0d proceesed domestically. ‘We submit the
fo]lpwiug comments regarding the law,

U.S. country of erigin law should apply o wild fish harvested in the watets of the U.S. or
by a U.S. flagged vessel and processed domestically or abosrd a U.S. flagged vessel. Secondary
processing such as Hlleting, steaking, breading or adding spices should not constitte a material
change to the product to g point where it is no longer 1abeled by its country of origin. In addition,
the fntent of Congress is that canning or cooking is not amaterial change to the product itself,
canmed ot cooked product shonld not be sxempt from country of origin l2belmg.

The intent of country of origin labeling is to accurately reflect the nation where that fish
was harvegted. Fish irnported from a foreign pation and processed of altered in some way m the
U.S. should be labeled as the product of that nation. This ghould greaily reduce consizner
confusion of where the fish was originally harvested.

The commercis! fishing industry is am integral piece of Alaska’s ecopomy and it is
imperative that the country of origin labeling law pro ide consumers the choice to purchase fish

coming from the U.S.
With best wishes,
% I.ISi MURROWSKI
United States Senator United States Semator
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